Eisenhowr Middle School

Team 7-2 Newsletter

Welcome!

Welcome! We are Very excited
t0 KiCK Off the 2009-2010 SChoo| Year
here on Team 7-2. If You have any
questions or concerns, please feel
free t0 COntaCt US at 973-58¢4-2973
ext. 2026. Qur daily team meeting
time is 10:25-10:50.

Reading — Mr. (Graziano (eXt 2128)

Welcome all

. tO g great hew
school year! Mr.
Graziaho’s reading
Class is uhderway

~ and with a great
start. Qur first unit
is all about self-
discovery. We will
be reading Taking
Sides by Gary Soto,

Holes by Louis Sanchar, and a whole

mixture of poetry and short stories.

Get ready to discover yourself
as our first big assigshment will be in-
terviewing a family member about
our hative cultures and ethnicities
then putting it all together as a
PowerPoint slideshow or a DVD
formatted movie!
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Lastly, what
better way to dis-
cover yourself
w88 then on an island,

~ Gtudy Island! T will
- = be distributing a
| syllabus with all
the information!
- Here is to a great
‘\yea”

gocial Studies — Ms. OlszewsKi
(ext 2133)

The beginning of
the year has been fo-
cused oh Early Humans
and the Rjse of Civiliza-
tion. ITh our first lesson,
we were “investigators

Of the past.” We acted as archaeolo-
gists in a Cave acCtivity! Students
Crawled through our Class Cave, Col-
lected artifacts, studied the evVi-
dence, and Created hypotheses. The
students had a lot Of fun with this
activity and expressed some really
positive feedback during discussion
afterwards.



(SocCial Studies cont)

gtudents are how working
hard onh Creating ComiC booKs
about life in the Paleolithic and
Neolithic Stone
Ages. They are
focusing on the
shift from
hunting and
gathering to
farming and its
impact on food
supply, perma-
nhent shelters, cCommunities, jobs,
and trade. After this Chapter, it’s
Oh tO0 Our hext topiC: Mesopotamia!

gcience — Mrs. Sward (eXt 2142)

Team 7-2 students used the
scientific method to determine the
fFavorite color of the team. Each
student hypothesized what the fa-
Vorite team color would be. They
surveyed each Class, tallied the
data, ahd graphed it. They were
surprised at the results. By a wide
margin purple and blue were the
winnhers with a tie vote. The hext
most favored Color was red with 8
votes. Fifty five percent of the
team likes either blue or purple
best.
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Language Arts—Mrs. Macones
(ext 2126)

Welcome to EMS! A new
SChoO| year is always a wonderful
Chance to set hew g0als ahd have a
fresh start, ahd our students have
set g0als for this
year. 1, t0O, have
3 goal: to help my
students become
the best possible
writer they can
be in a safe, com-
fortable envirohment.

October will see the start of
Study Island assightments. Everyone
has received a sYllabus with the
name of the lessoh and the due
date. Students have completed a
hame paragraph which we will have
oh display for you at parent Conhfer-
ences. In addition, we have been
learning the parts of the writing
process which we will be applying all
year long.

There will be two opportuni-
ties for extra Credit in the hear fu-
ture. The Patriot’s Pen essay con-
test is sponhsored by the VFW anhd
COoNsists Of a 300-400 word essay;
the other is the PTA Reflections
program. ] encourage all to partiCi-
pate.

1 am looking forward to a
great SChoo| year!




Tips of the Month—Ms. Hill (eXt
2128)

ORGANIZATION TIP OF THE
MONTH:

A great
way to help stu-
dents stay or-
ganhized is to im-
plement a color-
coded binder
system for each
Of their aCa-
demic subjects. Start with colored
folders and/or subject dividers in a
large 2” ring binder (see divider pic-
ture below). [abel the folders and/
or dividers for each subject (Ex:
Math = Red, SCience = Green), and
orgahize the subject into:

1) Class hotes (Ex: “do how”s),

2) teacher hand-
outs ahd work-
sheets, ahd

3) homework.

Usually it
iS @ good idea to inClude ah addi-
tional pocket folder in each divided
subject so that ahy teacher hanhd-
outs that are hot hole-punched for
the students Canh be placed inh the
folder and do not become |OSt.

Also, double check that
hotes, handouts and homework for
each subject are orgahized by date
SO that students Canh find things
easily both in Class AND at home.

STUDY TIP OF THE MONTH:

If your students have trouble
managing their time and finishing
homework, implementing the
“Twenty Study” Cah help. The
“Twenty Study” is a 20 minute study
time followed by a
5-10 minute break
period, and then
ahother 20 min-
ute study. During
the 20 mihute
study time, the student should be
focusing on one subject and ohe
assignment. A timer should be set
for the student, anhd then be Visible
(but hot distracCting) so the student
Cah see the time they have |eft for
their work. When the timer goes
OfF, the student should take a 5-10
minute break, and then re-set the
timer for the hext 20 minhutes and
continue oh to the hext assign-
ment. The process is repeated as
manhy times as the student needs to
complete his assighments.

By using the “Twenty Study”, stu-
dents develop their ability to focus,
as well as how to mahage time ef-
fectively.

Math—Mrs. Stumpf (€Xt 2141)

My g0al is to give my students a ba-
SiC foundation for exploring and
understanding mathematiCal Con-



cepts. Qur Math class includes
real-life applications to help moti-
Vate students. Hands-on-aCtivities
ahd cooperative grouping encour-
age students to thinhk not just
memorize.

In the month of September,
the Math 7 students desCribed pat-
terns using whole humber opera-
tions, evaluated Variable expres-
sions ahd evaluated powers. The
students followed the order Of Op-
erations to evaluate humerical ahd
Variable expressions. At the end of
the month, students used math ma-
hipulatives to model deCimals. Stu-
dents wrote fractions and mixed
humbers as deCimals and compared
and ordered numbers in any form
from least to greatest. During QOc-
tober, we Will be studying Integers
performing the basiC operations of
addition, subtraction, multipliCa-
tioh and division.

In Pre-Algebra, students
studied the order Oof operations
anhd identified polygons; they used
formulas, Created tables and graphs
anhd |ooked for patterns to solve
real-life problems. Throughout the
month, students discussed prob-
lems and how to solve them. In Oc-
tober, students Will be Simplifying
using like terms, SoOlving one-step
equations, modeling expressions
and equations and finally solving
and graphing inequalities.

Upcoming Events

October 7th—Mid Marking Period
Qctober 9th—Sports Shirt Day
October 23rd—Crazy Sock Day
October 30th—PTA Fall Dance 7-9 pm
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