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President’s Message

Michele Clark 973-252-8292
mailto:michele@acclark.net
November is here and fall leaves are everywhere!  The PTA has an exciting and busy month!  We have two Family Fun Day/Nights this month.  Our first is our annual Bowling Day at Circle Lanes on Friday, November 11 at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.  What a great way for parents to spend time with their kids on their day off from school and for the kids to spend time with their friends.  We will also be hosting a Family Picture Day/Vendor night on Friday, November 18.  Dress the family up and get that great shot for your holiday cards this year.  While you wait for your picture sitting you can look at our vendor tables for all your holiday shopping set-up in the gym that night.  We still need vendors, so if you sell a product or have a service you you want to promote, you can rent a table for $25 please contact the Executive Board.
The Reflections deadline for entries is this month.  I know that there are very talented students here at Jefferson and hope you took advantage of the workshop last month to help with this year's theme of Diversity Means.  We are planning a special celebration for those who participate.  For those students who want to show case their talent more can do so in our talent show in December.
During these tough economic times, we want to give back and help those less fortunate have a wonderful holiday season.  We will be having a food and clothing drive this month and more information on how you can help will be coming soon. 
Many people have helped this month with PTA events.  The PTA Executive Board would like to thank:

· Christine Christel for organizing SOS.

· Everyone who helped with the front office for signing in during school events. 

· Copy moms
· Heather Cammarata for organizing the Yankee Candle Fundraiser as well as Membership.

· Michelle Henches for organizing Reflections and Cultural Arts Events.

· Karen Ziomek for preparing the newsletter.

· Veronica Campiglia for organizing Fall/Winter Spirit wears Sales. 

· All the volunteers who helped make October's Family Fun Night-Healthy Lifestyles a huge success. 

· Jodi Spiteri for organizing spirit day.

· Kelly Berman, Sandy Fehsal, and the health and safety committee for meeting to discuss the health and safety of our students.

· Shelley Connell and her committee for meeting to discuss the home-school partnership of our school.

· Mrs. Lunardoni, Mrs. Serafin, Mrs. Ireland, and the custodial staff for helping the PTA with many functions.

Have a wonderful November with your friends and family.  Take time to reflect on what is important in life!
Respectfully,

Michelle Clark

Jefferson Elementary PTA President

	November 2011 Calendar of Events



	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1 Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station

	2
	3
	4School Spirit day-Sweatshirts!
	5

	6
	7 Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station

	8

	9
	10
	11 Family Fun Bowling, 10:00 am and 1:00 pm

	12

	13
	14

	15 PTA meeting, 9:30a.m., Media Center
	16

	17

	18 Family Fun Family Picture Day/Vendor night, 7 p.m.
Jenkinson's Rainforest Outreach Program


	19

	20
	21
	22

	23

	24
	25

	26

	27
	28
	29
	30
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	Nurse’s Notes 2011-2012
Mrs. Zenna 973-584-8957


Health Office Reminders:

· Please, use the Absentee Verification Program at 973-584-8957 to report your child’s absence due to illness, vacation, religious holiday, etc. (Sometimes notes do not reach the nurse’s office before a parent makes an absence call).  Also, call if he/she will arrive late to school.  Please request any missed homework after three days by providing another student’s name and teacher, or by requesting to pick it up in the office after 3:00 p.m.
· Roxbury Public School Medication Policy requires all medications, including over-the-counter medications, to have a doctor’s order.  Please contact the Health Office if you need a form sent home or faxed to you.  It is not permitted for your child to transport medication in his/her backpacks.  A parent must drop off and pick up all medications.

· Due to the increase in food allergies, it is imperative that you read any communications that come home regarding safety recommendations.  It is important that you follow all recommendations to ensure the safety of these students while they are in school.

· The school sends home any child if they have a fever over 100 degrees, vomits, has diarrhea, shows signs of “pink eye,” strep throat, lice or unexplained rash.  Please understand we do this to keep the children from spreading their illness.  Your student may not return to school until he/she have been free of these symptoms or has been on an antibiotic for 24 hours.
· If your child borrows clothes from the Health Office, kindly WASH the clothing before returning it to the Health Office.  Clothing (pants) in the Health Office is limited.  It is helpful to keep an extra pair of pants and underwear in your child’s backpack.  If there is not a correct size available for your child,    you will be called to bring in another set of clothing.
· Please remind your student to wash his/her hands before eating, after using the bathroom, and after coughing, sneezing or blowing his/her nose.

· Breakfast is the most important meal of the day.  Many children come to the Health Office with stomachaches due to not eating breakfast.  Please do not send them to school without eating.

· NJ law requires that all Pre School students submit documentation of a current flu vaccination between September 1 and December 31 each year.  Your student will not be able to return to school until proof is submitted as per the new state immunization laws for Pre School students.
· Please remember to do a head check on your student as lice is a common summer nuisance.  See our website at the nurse’s tab for more details.

Please call the Health Office at 973-584-8957 if you have any questions.
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	Jefferson School Talent Show 2011-2012

Shannon Caccavella 973-252-0669
shancacc@optonline.net


Jefferson has Talent!  Mark your calendars for our December Family Fun Night!  Students will be able to shine on stage December 9 (snow date Dec 16).  We are currently taking acts for the show so come and show us what you have Jefferson students!  If you have any questions, contact Shannon Caccavella.  We hope to see you there to watch the students perform.
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Yankee Candle Fundraiser 2011-2012
Heather Cammarata 862-219-5865
The Yankee Candle fundraiser was a success!  We raised $3,947.00 and received $100.00 in donations.  Thank you for supporting our kids and staff of Jefferson Elementary School!
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Family Fun Night-Healthy Lifestyles 2011-2012

Michele Clark 
mailto:michele@acclark.net
Who knew working up a sweat and learning to be healthy could be fun!  Our second annual Healthy Lifestyle Family Fun Night on Friday, October 14 was a huge success!  We hope that all who attended had a great time going through the demonstration stations to receive their prize.  

The PTA would like to express special thank you to:

· Linda Keane and Ann Cucci from Jazzercise,
· Joe Blauner and his team from Athletic Republic Randolph, (Joe also generously donated the Gatorade product which was the prize of the night), 
· Nicole Gunning from Morris County Adventure Boot Camp, 
· Brenda Petrakian, 

· Kate Zenna for blood pressure readings, 
· Horizon Blue Cross staff for blood sugar readings and giveaways, 
· Bridget from Sam's Club for membership sign-ups and for fruit and water donations.  

Additional thanks to those who helped with the event:

· Joanne Minton, 
· Heather Cammarata, 
· Michelle Henches, 
· Dina Davis, 
· Kelley Kisatsky, 
· Sandra McBeth 
· Mrs. Jacobsen and Mrs. Martini for promoting the event to the students during gym classes and for being there that night!  

· Mr. Jimmy and the custodial staff for all the table and gym set-up.
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School Spirit Day 2010-2011


Jodi Spiteri 973-598-9668


Our next School Spirit Day will be Sweatshirt Day on Friday, November 4!  Come to school in your favorite, cozy sweatshirt!
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November Family Fun Day 2011-2012
Michele Clark 973-252-8292 
[image: image15.wmf]We are looking forward to our annual November Family Fun Day at Circle Lanes scheduled for Friday, November 11 at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.  Mark your calendars for a great time with your kids on their day off from school!  A flier will be going out soon with all the details.  Please send in your sign-up forms and money ASAP.  If you have any questions, please contact Michele Clark.

	Family Fun Night-Family 2011-2012
Picture Day/Vendor Night

Michelle Henches 973-691-0791

Michele Clark 973-252-8292


We still need vendors for this Family Fun Night on Friday, November 18.  If you sell a product or have a service that you want to advertise, please contact Michele Clark.  It costs $25.00 to rent a table.  More information regarding package prices and a picture-sitting schedule will be coming soon.
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	Reflections 2011-2012
Michelle Henches 973-691-0791


Reflections is a nationwide PTA art program your child can participate in at Jefferson Elementary.  Reflections is a wonderful way for your child to express itself artistically.  They can do a project for six various categories: 

· photography,
· visual arts,
· dance/choreography, 
· videography, 
· literature, and
· musical composition.
This year's Reflection theme is "Diversity Means."  Your child should think about how they can illustrate or demonstrate what "diversity means" in their art project and begin making his/her art project.  The deadline for the Reflections projects is November 1.
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	Membership Committee 2011-2012
Heather Cammarata
mailto:hcammav@optonline.net


The 2011-2012 Membership Drive is going well.  I am happy to report that we have 344 members so far this year.  If you have not become a member yet, we still need your support!
Congratulations to the following PTA members:

· Megan Brassil for winning a $25.00 gift certificate to the Barn

· Kristin Palanchi for winning a $5.00 gift card to Dunkin Donuts

Congratulations to Mrs. Marzocca’s class for 100% participation!  They won a $25.00 gift certificate to the book fair!
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It is never too late to join the PTA so if you have not already filled out your membership envelope, send it in today.  There are additional membership envelopes in the front office.  Remember, each family that joins the PTA will receive one complimentary copy of the Jefferson Elementary School Directory, which is coming soon!
	Holiday Shop 2011-2012
Jennifer Robertson 1-862-219-5834


The Holiday Shop is coming December 7 through 9 at the school.  Students can do their holiday shopping for their families.  More information will be coming soon. 
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	Yearbooks  2011-2012

Michele Reingold michele@thereingolds.com


It is not too early to start thinking of the yearbook!  Your help will be needed throughout the year to make it a success.  Please call Michele Reingold at 973-668-5330 with any questions.
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	Back to School Luncheon 2011-2012
Christine Christel  yesinkocc@yahoo.com


Thank you to all the Jefferson families who contributed to the luncheon.  It was a great success.  The food, beverages, monetary contributions, or smiles were plentiful.  We are looking forward to another great year at Jefferson Elementary School.

[image: image21.wmf]
PTA Newsletter 2011-2012
Karen Ziomek 973-252-4693
mailto:ziomekk@optonline.net
Please email all articles for the December newsletter to Karen Ziomek by November 15, 2011 in order to have them included in the newsletter.  Please use Times New Roman, size 11 font and indicate the article’s specific title and topic in the subject line of the email.  
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Spirit Wear 2011-2012
Veronica Campiglia 973-668-5604
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Show your school spirit by purchasing some school spirit wear.  We have flannel pants, t-shirts, sweatshirts, sweat pants, and hats!  Winter Spirit wear will be on sale until Fri. Oct. 21.  Orders will be delivered in three to four weeks.  If you have any questions, please contact me.  
	Book Fair 2011-2012                                                    Risa Kudler rgkudler@gmail.com


Get ready to blast off to the Book Fair and beyond.  Mark your calendars for the launch on Wednesday, December 14.  Families are invited to join our mission into space and to explore all that is out there on the evening of Thursday, December 15.  Our journey will end as we return to Earth on December 16.  Do not miss this out-of-this-world adventure!  Look for more details coming home in November.
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	Cultural Arts 2011-2012
Michelle Henches 973-691-0791


Our PTA hosted our first cultural arts program of the year on October 21.  The assembly was entitled "Stronger than a Bully."  The students learned two acronyms during the assembly: 
· S.M.I.L.E. (Stay cool, Make eye contact, Identify the attack, Lead positive conversation, and Erase the Attack). 
· H.E.R.O. (Help out, Empathize, Respond with proper action, Report the incident, and Open communication).  The students really enjoyed the assembly and learned how to be "stronger than a bully."
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	Jenkinson's Rainforest Outreach Program

Michelle Henches 973-691-0791


Our PTA will host our second cultural arts program on November 18 at 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. Jenkinson's Aquarium is coming with their Rainforest animals.  Students will explore the rainforest layer by layer, from a model complete with animals from different groups.  Students will discover the importance of biodiversity, meet real live rainforest animals, and investigate some jungle products that we use every day.  Habitat threats and conservation issues will also be discussed.
	Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station
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Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Morris County is coming to visit our third and fourth grade students on November 1 and 7.  They will be doing a National Science Experiment about wind energy with the students.  4-H program associates are providing this experiment free of charge to our students.  4-H is the largest youth development program in the nation and one of their goals is to increase the number of youth involved in science, engineering, and technology.  We are lucky to have this program offered to our students.

	Treasurer’s Report
Heather Cammarata mailto:hcammav@optonline.net


Balance on hand as of September 21, 2011 16,895.70
Total receipts for period 10,853.54
Less total disbursements for period (8,115.85)
Less total Restricted Scholarship Funds (6,665.10)
Changes to Legalized Games of Chance Acct. .07
Balance on hand as of October 19, 2011 12,968.36

	Remaining PTA Calendar 2011 – 2012



December 2011

7 - 9 – Holiday Shop, open during school hours and Friday night.

9- Family Fun Talent Show, 7:00 p.m.
9- Cultural Arts “Magic of Science,” 9:30/10:30 am

14-16 – Book Fair

16 – Family Fun Talent Show Snow date
January 2012

6 – Family Fun Science Night, 7:00 pm

11- Cultural Arts “Physics is Fun,” 9:30/10:30 a.m.
13 – Family Fun Science Night- Snow date

17 – PTA Meeting, 7:00 Pm Media center

February 2012

3-Family Fun Valentine Bingo 7:00 p.m.
10-Family Fun Valentine Bingo-Snow date

14-PTA Meeting, 9:30 a.m, Media Center

March 2012

1-Family Fun Read across America, 7:00 p.m.
2-Family Fun Read across America Snow date

9-Tricky Tray, 7:00 PM

13-PTA Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Media Center

16-Tricky Tray-Snow date
April 2012

17-PTA Meeting, 9:30a.m., Media Center

20-Family Fun Carnival Night, 7:00 p.m.
May 2012

3-4 – Plant Sale

7-11 – Teacher Appreciation Week

8 - Staff Appreciation Breakfast 

10 – Staff Appreciation Luncheon

15 – PTA meeting, 9:30a.m., Media Center

June 2012

12-PTA Meeting, 9:30a.m., Media Center

13 – Field Day

14 – Field Day – Rain/Heat Date

19 – Last Day of school[image: image1.png]






  Karen Lunardoni


Principal


November 2011











Available online at: http://www.roxbury.org/jes/pta.html

