Jefferson School
First Grade
October Update
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Looking Ahead………Language Arts, Math, Writing, Homework
Reading   
During the month of September we have been reading different stories where the author has used Bears as their main characters.  We have read about real bears and fictional bears.  I am hoping to have a Teddy Bear Picnic if the weather permits.  That means we will eat lunch outside on the grass.  I will let you know more when I see an opportunity with the weather.  We have also been practicing how to do class work and keep it organized in our “class work” folders.  All the children have been doing spelling and working on the skill of practicing on their own and finishing a spelling task each day.  I am pleased to report that they all seem to know what they have to do each day and how they have to work cooperatively with each other.  We have finished the first Theme in Literacy by Design called The Bear Who Wouldn’t Share.  They have taken home vocabulary cards to study the words required.  Each has earned a star in the vocabulary exercises.  We have already begun guided reading.  We all have to adjust to being quiet, working at centers, and doing required work for each day while some read in small groups.  Please encourage them to focus on their work.    
   This week we are finishing short “a” sounds.  The rimes (rhymes) –ag, -ap will help us build a list of new words with a short “a”.  I will introduce the short “o” sounds and begin to present the concept of schools today and yesterday by reading Little Cliff’s First Day of School from Literacy by Design. During silent reading, I will be reading aloud The Widow’s Broom by Chris Van Allsburg. It is a good choice of author for October. He has written many books like Jumanji, Zathura, The Polar Express and Two Bad Ants.	
In Math we have been estimating amounts, and counting using a number line and rulers.  We are beginning to explore numbers.  Concepts of odd, even, greater than, less than and equal to as well as place value will be studied all during the month of October.  We will also explore addition. We will do this in small group sessions at least twice a week.  
As a supplement to the Writing curriculum, we hope to encourage the childrens’ interest in writing by reading books aloud to them and also meeting authors like Marc Brown.  He explains to the children how he became an author. We have been working on writing complete sentences emphasizing mechanical rules like capitals at the beginning of a sentence and proper punctuation.  We have talked about telling sentences and asking sentences.  We are identifying the subject and predicate in a sentence and completing their ideas.  Every Thursday they will bring home their spelling list for the week to study.  Help them practice and encourage them to make up sentences (orally not written) with the words.    
Lastly, Homework, it begins today.  Your child will have the assignment and papers in his green folder.  Please help him until he gets used to it.  They have practiced in class and know quite well what to do.  However, they do forget and can get upset.  Have them return all the homework in the green folder.  All parent forms and notes should be in the Koala folder.  
Every month I will e-mail you an update.  This I hope will keep you informed on what they are doing.  Thanks for all your help and feel free to contact me at any time.       
Thank you,
Mrs. Prendergast
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