Mrs. Jose’s December Newsletter

Parent as Reading Partners
We are kicking off Parents as Reading Partners this month.  Thank you to all the parents who are able to make time for this reading event!  What can parents do to promote reading?  Set an example for your children.  Read every day, even if it’s only for a few minutes to show your children that reading is important to you.  Have books in your home.  Encourage your children to borrow books from the Nixon library. Take your child to the public library often.  Read with your child for fifteen minutes a day, even during the holiday break.    Use these fifteen minutes in a variety of ways: 
a. Have your child read aloud to you.
b. Read aloud to your child.
c. Read the same page silently and then discuss it.
d. Share the reading time by sitting together, reading anything of interest.  At the end of fifteen minutes if your child wants to continue reading, encourage your child to do so.       

Holiday Books
	The holiday season is a time for sharing, and what better gift to share with your children than books? Here are some great new holiday books. Look for them in local bookstores, or your local library.
Mary Hoffman's spunky heroine Grace returns in Grace at Christmas. Grace’s grandmother invites another family to Christmas time, but Grace does not want to share. Maybe a real, live ballerina will convince her!
Donna L. Washington's new book, L’il Rabbit’s Kwanzaa, illustrated by Shane W. Evans, is great to share with the family. L’il Rabbit surprises Grandma with a special gift for Kwanzaa.

[image: http://libwww.freelibrary.org/images/blog/FLPBlog/orig/LilRabbitsKwanzaa.jpg]
Rachel’s family gets ready for a Hanukkah celebration in Erica Silverman's The Hanukkah Hop! illustrated by Steve D’Amico.
[image: http://libwww.freelibrary.org/images/blog/FLPBlog/orig/HanukkahHop.jpg]

Donna L. Washington's new book, L’il Rabbit’s Kwanzaa, illustrated by Shane W. Evans, is great to share with the family. L’il Rabbit surprises Grandma with a special gift for Kwanzaa.
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Everyone's favorite troublemaker, David, is back to celebrate Christmas in It’s Christmas, David! by David Shannon.
[image: The Money We'll Save]

In The Money We’ll Save by Brock Cole, Pa hopes to save money on Christmas dinner, so he brings home a turkey to the family’s tiny apartment in nineteenth-century New York City.
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David Adler's The Story of Hanukkah, illustrated by Jill Weber, recounts the history of the holiday, in a child-friendly way.
[image: http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51IZ0B6naLL._SS400_.jpg]

Feeling crafty? Check out Jessica Strand's Holiday Crafting & Baking with Kids for fun ideas for Christmas, New Year's, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, and more.
For more holiday book suggestions, look here:
Horn Book’s Recommended Holiday Books
Kirkus Review’s Best Children’s Books of 2011
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Happy holidays to all our Nixon families!
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Hanukkah Hop?




