Mrs. Jose’s January Newsletter

	What difference can reading aloud to a child for 30 minutes per day make?
If daily reading begins in infancy, by the time a child is five years old, he or she has been fed roughly 900 hours of brain food!
Reduce that experience to just 30 minutes a week and the child’s hungry mind loses 770 hours of nursery rhymes, fairy tales, and stories.
A kindergarten student who has not been read to could enter school with less than 60 hours of literacy nutrition.  No teacher, no matter how talented, can make up for those lost hours of mental nourishment.
Hours of reading books by age five
If you read 30 minutes daily…your child has 900 hours by age five.
If you read 30 minutes weekly…your child has 130 hours by age five.
If you read less than 30 minutes weekly…your child has 60 hours by age five.

	

	




After School  BSIP

The after school  program is off to a good start.  Tuesday’s third grade reading/writing  group wrote a persuasive letter, a personal narrative,  and  read A Dragon’s Lullaby.     How I Became  A Pirate is the book they are currently reading. As they read, they are using the strategies taught them in class. They are also learning how to read multisyllabic words.   

Wednesday’s fourth grade group just finished reading Sam and the Lucky Money. The students took turns being the predictor, summarizer, clarifier, and  questioner as they read.  They had a great time role playing and  using these strategies!    They also answered questions in writing, to help them prepare for the NJ Ask.  We will work on various skills for the rest of January (compare & contrast,  drawing conclusions).  

Thursday’s group has a mix of third and fourth grade so Ms. Krincek and I decided to rotate the students by grade.  She works on writing with one grade while I do reading with another grade.  My third graders had a choice of Angelina books to read independently.   Then they answered literal  questions in writing to help them prepare for the NJ ASK.  My fourth grade group worked on drawing conclusions.   The rest of January will be spent working on various reading skills.



	

	



