			November News
Dear Parents,
	Well it’s hard to believe that November is over. However we were able to accomplish many things.
	In math we finished Unit 1 where we were working on strategies to help us with our math facts- addition and subtraction. Please continue practicing at home. They will need to know these facts as we begin Unit 2. Unit 2 focuses on 2-digit addition and subtraction with and without regrouping. Regrouping is another way of saying carrying and borrowing. We are also using the days of the year to try some multiplication and division problems. These problems are used to get them to do more critical thinking . They don’t need to know how to multiply and divide yet.
	In reading we have completed Theme 5 – Where People Live. In Theme 5 we worked on the strategy to infer. When we infer we use our own ideas to help us understand what we are reading . On the Home Connection paper that was sent home earlier this month, there is an activity that will help your child practice using the strategy to infer. We will be starting Theme 6 - Many States, One Country. Look for the Home Connection paper coming home soon in their HW folder. Remember to have them read at night and also read to them. Reading to them helps them with natural phrasing and expression.
	In spelling we have worked on the following word families – ( ir, urn, air, ear, and eer ) . We also did a unit on contractions. When they are studying for their Friday test, they should also be reviewing the past units . As you have probably already noticed, these past unit words are used on their sentence dictation test. These sentence dictation tests also test the grammar that we have been working on from the beginning of the year. Recently we have been working with nouns- both common and proper. We  have discussed how proper nouns need to be capitalized.
	In writing we are writing paragraphs with an emphasis on topic sentences, supporting details, and a closing sentence. In writing workshop we wrote a rough draft about our favorite season. They had to give at least 4 reasons why they chose their favorite season.
	In social studies we have been talking about communities . They should know the difference between a city, suburb, and country. They also should know that a city is an urban community and the country is a rural community.
	We ended the month of November with a Science program. The children were able to conduct experiments and take things home with them. I hope they shared what they learned on this exciting day. Many of the children were very  excited about the upcoming Science Fair. You should have seen information about this in their HW folder.
	November was a fun month. We focused on Election Day, Veterans’ Day and Thanksgiving. We are all looking forward to December.
	We just started practicing for our Sing-Along. We will be doing our Sing-Along program with Mrs. Vaccacio’s class. You will be invited to join us on December 21. The exact time will be coming home shortly.	
	Hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving!
	As always call or e-mail me at (mmilde@roxbury.org ) if you have any questions or problems.

Sincerely,
Maureen
