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Teaching Word Recognition: Alternatives to Flash Cards
Is your child struggling to learn sight words?  Here are some alternatives to flash cards for you to try! 
Materials: Magnetic letters or letters on cards
Procedure:
1.   Provide a model with the magnetic letters.  Read the word and ask your child to “make one just like mine.”
2. Tell your child to run his/her fingers under the word and say it.
3. “Break” the word by mixing up the letters.  Ask your child to make it again.
4. Repeat making and breaking the word several times and ask your child to go faster each time.  Make sure s/he checks the word by running fingers under it each time.
5. Remove the letters and have your child write the word 2 or 3 times.
6. Race your child three times by seeing who can write it the fastest.  S/he must be able to read the word to win.
7. The next day see if your child can read the word in a sentence.  If not, repeat this procedure.
Alternate procedure: Spelling Cheerleaders
	Cheer the spelling of words by raising your arms high for tall letters (l, t, b, d,. etc.) putting your hands on your waist for small letters (a,c,e, i, etc.) and touching your toes for letters with tails (g, j, p, q, etc.).  Practice several times.
Alternate procedure: Visualization
1. Have your child “write the word” in the air using his/her  hand as a pencil.  Practice this several times.  
2. Tell your child to close his/her eyes and visualize the word.
3. Have him/her say the letters in the word, then say the word.
Alternative Procedure: Touch and Say Words
1.  Have your child tap his/her shoulder and say the first letter of the word.
2. Then have him/her tap down the arm, one tap for each letter as he says the letters.
3. Say the word after it is spelled out.
4. Repeat as needed.   		
    

Get ready for Halloween by reading some “spooky” books with your children:  
Spooky Buddies – by Catherine Hapka  (chapter book)
The Spooky Wheels on the Bus – by J. Elizabeth Mills (picture book)
One Halloween Night – by Mark Teague (picture book)
Fancy Nancy Halloween or Bust  by Jane O'Connor and Robin Preiss Glasser (picture book)

Remember to set a special time for home reading every day! Make reading time as pleasurable and comfortable as possible so that your child develops warm feelings for books and reading.    
