			October News
Dear Parents,
	I apologize that the October News is so late but we had a crazy end to the month. I also enjoyed meeting all of you at your child’s conference.
	We have been very busy this month with many activities.
	In math we have been reviewing our addition strategies and working on the subtraction strategies. Please continue to practice with them at home. Also we have been talking about Place Value  to a hundred– for example in the number 143 ( What is the value of the digit 3 and what place value is it in?) . We are still working on problem solving activities in our Thinking Story Book and on our Problem Solving Chart.
	In reading we have completed Theme 3 –“ The Moon in Motion“ and we are about to finish Theme 4 -  “Circling the Sun”. In Theme 3 they were learning how to use the strategy “Ask Questions”. Remind your child that asking questions make us active readers. In Theme 4 we learned about the strategy “Determining Importance”. Remind your child that although all of the things in the story may be interesting , they are not necessarily important to the main idea of the story. You should have received a paper in their HW folder that explains these strategies and gives you some activities to help your child. When they bring home their decodable book have them read it to you. This will help them with their fluency and expression.  As always READ to them, these times go so fast.
	In spelling we have worked on the following word families – ( eed, ea, eat, oat, ow, ue, ui,  or, orn, and art ). Please have them create words using these word families. For example, adding sh to ow will make the word show. Remember keep checking that homework, Immediate feedback is always the best.
	In writing we are still working on writing complete sentences with a naming part and a telling part. Also using some information we gathered about ourselves we created a Personal Narrative which will be coming home soon. I hope you all enjoyed reading them while you were waiting for your conference. 
In science we have been talking about the sun and the moon. We did a project showing all the different phases of the moon. 
Once again I enjoyed speaking with you at conference time. However if you have any further questions about what is happening in Room 23, please e-mail me at ( mmilde@roxbury.org ) or call and leave a message in the office and I will get back to you as soon as possible.
October has been a fun month with all that we have learned and Halloween is always a special time for the children.
November, here we come!

Sincerely,
Maureen Milde
