                                                     September News
Dear Parents,
	I just wanted to share with you about some of the wonderful things that we are doing in the classroom!
	In math we have been working on strategies that will help us learn our addition facts. Ask your children to share some of those strategies with you. It would also be helpful to have them practice with you, using flash cards or using the Harcourt website that I shared with you on Back to School Night. If you have lost that paper, send me an e-mail and I will be happy to send another paper home with the information. We have also been working on some problem solving activities with word problems.
	In reading we have completed Theme 1-“Stories from the Past” and have begun Theme 2  - “ My Family”. In Theme 1 they were learning how to make connections in the text to what they have already experienced in real life. Making connections to the story helps them to better comprehend what they are reading. In Theme 2 we are concentrating on the strategy Create Images – ( when we use our senses and feelings to create images in our minds, we can better understand what we read ) . Look for the paper in their homework folder that explains this strategy better and gives you suggestions on how to help your child with this strategy.  Using these strategies when they read will help build their comprehension. Also reading to them and having them read to you will help with their fluency and expression.
	In spelling we have covered short and long vowel patterned words, as well as consonant digraphs. Please have your child find words with similar patterns in books that they are reading. When they have sentences to write for homework, they should be using 6 or more words in their sentences.  Please check their sentences for misspelled words and incomplete sentences. 
	In writing we are working on writing complete sentences with a naming part and a telling part. Also we are writing paragraphs with a topic sentence, at least 4 details and a closing sentence. All sentences should begin with a capital letter and end with a correct end mark. Look for their published copies of their scary memories coming home shortly.
	In science we have been talking about matter. Have the children tell you about things that they have learned. When we talk about what we learn it helps us to remember the information.
	In social studies we have been concentrating on them in the unit All About Me. This is one of my favorite units because it gives me a chance to learn about the children.
	I look forward to discussing your child at conference time. However if you have any question or concerns, please e-mail me at ( mmilde@roxbury.org) or call and leave a message in the office and I will get back to you as soon as possible.
	September has been a great month and I look forward to more exciting things in October!

Sincerely,
Maureen Milde
