Notes from Chatty Corner

Talk Slower!!
Do you ever get that mystified gaze from your child?  Like they have no idea what you just said?  Try slowing down your speech.  The average adult speaks at a rate of almost 170 words per minute, according to Wichita State audiology professor Ray Hull.  But, the average 5 to 7 year old processes speech at a rate of just 120 words per minute.  By High School, it grows to a rate of 140-145 words per minute.  That’s still slower than most adults speak.  So take a hint from Mr. Rogers!!  The late TV star captivated children’s attentions, Hull suggested to the Wichita Eagle, because, at an average speaking rate of 124 words per minute, “he may have been one of the only adults many children were able to understand.”

